CHANGES   IN  THE  CLERGY

domains, levied mainly in kind, and the regale (royal right) levied
upon certain bishoprics, which consisted in receiving the revenues
when the see was vacant. The procedure of government was
rudimentary. The king dispensed justice in the same way as other
lords, by issuing orders for a battle between the litigants. The
task of dispensing justice to the peasants and lower classes on his
domain was farmed out to deputies, who levied fines. The king
went to war with his neighbours accompanied by his mounted
escort and the vassals on his domains.

Up to the end of the twelfth century the king was still very weak,
with no real power over the great ones of the realm, and powerless
to make himself obeyed even in the region where he was living;
the seigneur of Montihe'ry with his fortified tower barred his road
between Orleans and Paris. A large part of his forces was formed
of warriors led by the bishops of northern France, who retained
the habit of obeying the king as the sole remaining representative
of unity. The territory of the realm was divided up among great
nobles almost all of whom bore the title of some ancient function
which had become hereditary, such as duke, count, or viscount
(vice-count); the few who had no title called themselves sire, a
form of 'seigneur' - for instance, the Sire of Bourbon, or the Sire
of Coucy.

JOHANNES  IN  THE  CLERGY

The clergy, who were organized in the Roman fashion under
a single central authority, working according to written rules,
were gradually forced to adapt themselves to the habits of a
society in which all authority was divided up and every activity
was dictated by custom. Their mode of life became similar to
that of lay society, known to the clergy as 'secular* because it
belonged to the seculum, or age; it was therefore said to be be-
coming 'secularized.' This transformation was the result of the
conditions of life among the clergy, which rendered them dependent
upon the laity in virtue of their processes.

In the first place, the clergy, being occupied with their func-
tions, did not produce what was necessary for their sustenance.
It became necessary for them to possess the means of subsistence,
and in that age, when land was the sole form of wealth, every
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